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on board the Plassey, promising to spend the following
day with us. Upon taking leave of me that night he ex-
pressed himself as being delighted with the beauty and
the elegant manners of Hartford, and often since has
declared to me that the two days he passed with her and
me were amongst the pleasantest of his life. He was in
our sitting room at the Falcon when I went down before
9 o'clock next morning, and whilst we were at breakfast,
observing it was a charming day, he proposed by way of
filling up the morning, to order a chaise and go to Chatham,
where as he had a relation in the Dockyard he could procure
for us a sight of every thing worthy inspection, and as we
had been pleased by seeing a dirty East Indiaman in her
very worst state, he was sure the view of a first rate, in
the best order, would afford us high gratification. Fanny
liking the excursion, desired I would order the carriage,
and at, half past ten, Douglas was agreeably surprised by
getting into a very stylish post chaise (Fanny's own) with
four post horses, being attended by her coachman, and
man servant (the latter an inveterate coxcomb) on horse
back. We proceeded to Chatham, and enquiring for
Douglas's friend, who was the Master builder, our chaise
was instantly admitted within the gates, and the gentle-
man, whose name I do not recollect, being summoned,
immediately came and conducted us to his house, a spacious
and handsome building, where, ordering chocolate and
other refreshments, whilst they were preparing he gave
directions for different persons to be called, ordering them
to open the different warehouses and store houses. He-
then took us into every one of them, shewing us cordage,
sails, masts, yards, and a variety of articles appertaining
to ships of war, to the amount in value of near a million of
money. He then conducted us to a Ninety Gun ship
that had just been repaired and refitted, the magnitude
of which astonished us ; he next shewed us every part of
a Seventy Four that was upon the stocks building, and
explained the nature of the ways or slips by which she was
to be launched.